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Advisor Meeting Notes & Comments 6/27.08 

Present: Susan Cote, From the First Tooth; Cheryl Socquet, Southern Kennebec Child Development Center; Kristen Souweine, Penobscot Community Health Center; Debbie Blanchette, MaineCare; Kathryn Low, Bates College; Lisa Sockabasin , Office of Minority Health; Susan Hillman Bourne, Maine Parent Federation; Teresa Alley, Washington County Children’s Program, Judy Feinstein, Office of Oral Health;  Bonnie Vaughan KOHP/MCD; Kate Perkins KOHP/MCD; Sarah Shed KOHP/MCD. Joining by phone Wendy Alpaugh, Maine Dental Association, Cathy Kasprak Maine Dental Hygienists Association.
Communication. Sarah solicited feedback on how communication was working between staff and advisors. We will continue to use email  and phone as the vehicle for two way communication, the e-newsletter will be used for posting Partnership progress and one way communication, along with the web site. MCD is exploring new ways of holding long distance meetings and the group was asked how many have Windows 2007 – most don’t have this , which limits the applicability of one option under consideration.

Pretest. The group was given the pilot  training pretest  and asked to critique. There were a number of concerns raised about the “readability” of the tests for an audience that may not have completed high school ,as may be the case with some childcare providers. It was felt that some questions were worded confusingly, and were unnecessarily detailed.  It was felt that the questions about previous training were probably not very useful in their present format. The length of time required to fill out the pre-test is too long given the usual  time allotted for training.  Sarah will re do and send out to those present. Cheryl will give Sarah questions she feels are particularly important to stay in for the head start providers.
Presentation. Bonnie made the presentation using the full power point. Comments included:

· Making some of the language less technical and simpler  - although the physician present was interested in a more academic presentation, which supports the idea of creating two presentations – one for health care providers and one for childcare and other non-health providers. 
· Some slides should also be distributed as standalone handouts ( parental guidance)

· Connect with  ob-gyn’s and midwives in terms of prenatal education

· Make a note about not adding sweetener to formula, particularly for some immigrant groups

· Make the connection with obesity/nutritional health  in discussing limiting juice to no more than 4oz per day 

· Distinguishing between smears and peas in toothpaste amounts, especially for Head Start

· The knee to knee position may be uncomfortable for some caregivers if caregiver and provider knees touch. Include   use of a pillow as a barrier between people.

· Fluoride- The reality is that very few patients/clients get their wells tested for fluoride, and that fluoride supplements are often not taken long term. If people are getting water tested for any reason they should ask that fluoride be included in the test.
· Add some “take away” action steps, very crisp, geared for 1. physicians and nurse practitioners and medical assistants, 2. Childcare and other non medical groups
Post-test. Time precluded a full run through of the post test, but the first page was completed and everyone was encouraged to continue to give feedback. The results of what was done at the meeting are below.
Dental Stories. Susan Bourne Hillman brought  a collection of  dental stories, good and bad, from parents of children with special needs. She will email those she has to Sarah who will compile and share with the group and use to educate dental offices. 

Maine Care mail outs. Debbie Blanchette offered to include KOHP program information in the monthly mailer that MaineCare sends to primary care providers who see MaineCare members.  

Advisor feedback & commentary.  After the meeting Sarah collated the written responses from advisors who filled out the pretest and some of the qualitative information from the post test.  The consensus seemed to be that the value of the training was good to excellent and about right in terms content. There was a comment about increasing the interactivity of the training, as well as a comment that the length of time of the training and time for questions was too short. Two people felt the time allocated to children with special health care needs was inadequate.
The pre test answers are graphed below – the most striking finding is that no one answered the question ”Dental caries do not occur unless mutans streptococci are present in high concentrations along with sugar on a tooth that is compromised “ correctly! This is clearly a reflection of a poorly worded question rather than a knowledge deficit on the part of our able advisors! 
After the meeting Sarah reviewed the American Academy of Pediatric‘s curriculum and copied the post test they use – they don’t have a pre test. This is attached for advisor review. It is only 12 multiple choice questions, as opposed to the 21 T/F questions we have now. Please get back to Sarah if you have thoughts on this approach as an alternative to what we have now. 
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Gum disease in pregnancy is associated with premature delivery and delivery 

…

Primary tooth development begins during the final trimesterPermanent tooth development begins at age 2Dental caries is a bacterial infection

Dental disease may be linked to chronic health problems such as heart 

…

Fluoride helps prevent dental decay by making the enamel more resistant to 

…

Savory snacks such as potato chips and pretzels are not harmful to teeth and 

…

Dental caries do not occur unless mutans streptococci are present in high 

…

It is acceptable to cleanse a pacifier by placing it in the caregiver’s mouth 

…

It is best to avoid putting a baby to sleep with a bottle of milkChildren do not need a dental home until their permanent teeth erupt

Breastfeeding is associated with lower rates of tooth decay than bottle 

…

Juice makes a  good snack beverages between mealsFlossing should begin whenever two teeth touch

A pea

-

sized amount of fluoridated tooth paste should be used starting at age 2Caregivers should wipe gums with a soft cloth starting at birth

Community water fluoridation is the most effective method of reducing 

…

Severity of oral diseases progression may be accelerated in children with 

…

Putting a child to bed with a sippy cup of milk, formula or juice is acceptable

By two years of age, a child should be brushing his or her teeth unassisted

Decay is not important in young children because the baby teeth will fall out 

…

Pretest correct answers

Posttest correct answers


_1276326910.xls
Chart1

		Gum disease in pregnancy is associated with premature delivery and delivery of low-birth weight babies		Gum disease in pregnancy is associated with premature delivery and delivery of low-birth weight babies

		Primary tooth development begins during the final trimester		Primary tooth development begins during the final trimester

		Permanent tooth development begins at age 2		Permanent tooth development begins at age 2

		Dental caries is a bacterial infection		Dental caries is a bacterial infection

		Dental disease may be linked to chronic health problems such as heart disease and diabetes		Dental disease may be linked to chronic health problems such as heart disease and diabetes

		Fluoride helps prevent dental decay by making the enamel more resistant to demineralization		Fluoride helps prevent dental decay by making the enamel more resistant to demineralization

		Savory snacks such as potato chips and pretzels are not harmful to teeth and should be encouraged instead of candy		Savory snacks such as potato chips and pretzels are not harmful to teeth and should be encouraged instead of candy

		Dental caries do not occur unless mutans streptococci are present in high concentrations along with sugar on a tooth that is compromised.		Dental caries do not occur unless mutans streptococci are present in high concentrations along with sugar on a tooth that is compromised.

		It is acceptable to cleanse a pacifier by placing it in the caregiver’s mouth before placing it in the child’s mouth		It is acceptable to cleanse a pacifier by placing it in the caregiver’s mouth before placing it in the child’s mouth

		It is best to avoid putting a baby to sleep with a bottle of milk		It is best to avoid putting a baby to sleep with a bottle of milk

		Children do not need a dental home until their permanent teeth erupt		Children do not need a dental home until their permanent teeth erupt

		Breastfeeding is associated with lower rates of tooth decay than bottle feeding		Breastfeeding is associated with lower rates of tooth decay than bottle feeding

		Juice makes a  good snack beverages between meals		Juice makes a  good snack beverages between meals

		Flossing should begin whenever two teeth touch		Flossing should begin whenever two teeth touch

		A pea-sized amount of fluoridated tooth paste should be used starting at age 2		A pea-sized amount of fluoridated tooth paste should be used starting at age 2

		Caregivers should wipe gums with a soft cloth starting at birth		Caregivers should wipe gums with a soft cloth starting at birth

		Community water fluoridation is the most effective method of reducing tooth decay		Community water fluoridation is the most effective method of reducing tooth decay

		Severity of oral diseases progression may be accelerated in children with special healthcare needs		Severity of oral diseases progression may be accelerated in children with special healthcare needs

		Putting a child to bed with a sippy cup of milk, formula or juice is acceptable		Putting a child to bed with a sippy cup of milk, formula or juice is acceptable

		By two years of age, a child should be brushing his or her teeth unassisted		By two years of age, a child should be brushing his or her teeth unassisted

		Decay is not important in young children because the baby teeth will fall out soon anyway.		Decay is not important in young children because the baby teeth will fall out soon anyway.
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pre.postcomparison

				Pretest correct answers		Posttest correct answers

		Gum disease in pregnancy is associated with premature delivery and delivery of low-birth weight babies		4

		Primary tooth development begins during the final trimester		2

		Permanent tooth development begins at age 2		2

		Dental caries is a bacterial infection		5

		Dental disease may be linked to chronic health problems such as heart disease and diabetes		5

		Fluoride helps prevent dental decay by making the enamel more resistant to demineralization		4

		Savory snacks such as potato chips and pretzels are not harmful to teeth and should be encouraged instead of candy		5

		Dental caries do not occur unless mutans streptococci are present in high concentrations along with sugar on a tooth that is compromised.		0

		It is acceptable to cleanse a pacifier by placing it in the caregiver’s mouth before placing it in the child’s mouth		5

		It is best to avoid putting a baby to sleep with a bottle of milk		4

		Children do not need a dental home until their permanent teeth erupt		5

		Breastfeeding is associated with lower rates of tooth decay than bottle feeding		4

		Juice makes a  good snack beverages between meals		5

		Flossing should begin whenever two teeth touch		5

		A pea-sized amount of fluoridated tooth paste should be used starting at age 2		5

		Caregivers should wipe gums with a soft cloth starting at birth		5

		Community water fluoridation is the most effective method of reducing tooth decay		3

		Severity of oral diseases progression may be accelerated in children with special healthcare needs		5

		Putting a child to bed with a sippy cup of milk, formula or juice is acceptable		5

		By two years of age, a child should be brushing his or her teeth unassisted		5

		Decay is not important in young children because the baby teeth will fall out soon anyway.		5






